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Abstract

Shaykh Sadiig is one of the great hadith scholars of the Shia
Imamiyyah in the fourth century AH, who left behind nearly three
hundred authored works, indicating his effective role in promoting the
culture of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS). One of the comprehensive approaches
in the early period was writing books with attention to solving a
problem or meeting a scientific need. Therefore, Shaykh Sadiig, with

this goal, authored the book al/-Khisal, which is a comprehensive
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collection of ethical and doctrinal narrations. Although the majority of
the book consists of narrations and he did not intend to provide
explanations beneath the text of the narrations, he employed specific
methods in citing them. Extracting these methods, categorizing, and
analyzing them, which is the main issue of this research, is of great
importance for emulation in hadith compilations. This book
categorizes and organizes narrations in a novel format based on
number and numerical order. This article examines it using a
descriptive-analytical method. Therefore, while introducing the book
and its structure and categorizing narrations based on the main
narrators, the author's method in citing narrations is extracted,
considering how the author cites the narrations. After examining the
content of the book, the results show that al-Khisal is a relatively
topic-oriented hadith compendium, compiled in 26 chapters and 1255
hadiths, and includes a collection of doctrinal, ethical, jurisprudential,
historical, theological, and other narrations. Their commonality lies in

the number of characteristics mentioned in the narrations. The author's
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method in citing narrations consists of: "Citing narrations with Isnad
(chain of narration), utilizing Shia and Sunni narrations in selecting
narrations, explaining narrations with the help of other narrations,
utilizing the knowledge of Takhrij in recording narrations, paying
attention to Samda’ (oral transmission) in narrating hadith, numerical
categorization of narrations, collecting narrations with diverse topics,
and an educational and instructive approach in citing narrations."
Keywords: Shaykh Sadiq, al-Khisal, Hadith, Shia, Sunni, Hadith
82 (Collection, Numerical Narrations, Methodology.
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Introduction

In the history of Hadith, there are various historical periods, including
the eras of the earliest (4gdam) scholars, the early (Mutagaddim)
scholars, the later (Muta'akhkhir) scholars, and the contemporary
scholars. Among these, the period of the early Shia scholars, namely
the fourth to sixth centuries AH, witnessed the emergence of the most
important Shia compilers of comprehensive collections, the most
prominent of whom are the authors of the Four Books: "al-Kulayni,
al-Sadiig, and al-Tiisi. " Although even before that, in the era of the
earliest scholars, there were books with the name "Jami™
(comprehensive collection), such as "al-Jami‘ fi al-Hadith" attributed
to Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abt Nasr al-Bazanti, which is also
referred to as a "Jami“." (Maarif, 2016 AD/1396 SH: 71-73)

Hadith collections, as the name suggests, are books containing
Hadiths related to various subjects (beliefs, rulings, conduct, manners,
etc.). There is no consensus among Hadith scholars regarding the
categorization of these subjects, to the extent that some even consider
Hadith books with specific subjects, such as legal rulings, etc., as
Hadith collections (Maarif, 2016 AD/1396 SH: 69). Based on the
latter definition, the scope of the title "Hadith collection" is expanded
and includes many books that authors have named "Jami " However,
what was intended in compiling comprehensive collections is not
necessarily in line with other Hadith works, and some have introduced
innovations in mentioning narrations and identified new aspects of the

narrations. One of the new approaches in compiling comprehensive
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collections in the era of the early scholars was authoring books with 83
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attention to solving a problem or addressing a scientific need. "al-
Khisal" by Shaykh Sadiig was authored in this regard, and the author
used specific methods in mentioning the narrations. This book
includes Hadiths on doctrinal and ethical subjects and is categorized
and organized by the author in a new format based on numbers and
numerical order, a method that had no precedent before Shaykh Sadiig,
as confirmed by his introduction to the book (Sadiiq, 1942 AD/1362
AH (a): 1, 1). Considering the position of Shaykh Sadiig among Shia
Hadith scholars and the great attention paid to his works, introducing
this book can illustrate a corner of the efforts of Shia Hadith scholars
in preserving and compiling Hadith and provide an explanation of
their working methods, especially in the era of the early scholars.

In this article, by referring to the book and the content of narrations
mentioned in its various sections, and considering the introductions

written for it, we introduce this hadith work and its methodology.

1. Research Method

The present writing examines one of Shaykh Sadiig's important works, al-
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Khisal, using a "Descriptive-Analytical" method. a/-Khisal is considered a
relatively comprehensive, subject-oriented hadith collection with a
numerical approach. In this research, after a brief introduction to Shaykh
Sadiig and his works in general, this valuable work is specifically
introduced. Subsequently, while listing the author's methods in mentioning

narrations, examples are presented and examined.

2. Background

84 Based on the studies conducted, no independent written work similar
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to this article was found on the subject of introducing and analyzing
the methodology of the book al-Khisal. However, there are writings
that can contribute to the advancement of this discussion. Zarsazan
(2013 AD/1392 SH) in the article "Shaykh Sadiig's Method in Kamal
al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni ‘mah," Bagheri Bidhendi (2002 AD/1381 SH)
in the article "Bibliography of Translations of Shaykh Sadiiq's Hadith
Works into Persian," as well as Maaref (2010 AD/1389 SH) in the
book "Muhaddith Sadiq," etc., are useful in this regard. Despite the
research conducted in the field of Shaykh Sadiig's hadiths, most of the
research has focused on other books by the author, especially Man La
Yahduruhul Faqih, which is one of the Four Books of Shia Islam; and
less attention has been paid to books such as al-Khisal. This writing
specifically introduces and analyzes the methodology of this valuable
and useful book, which is based on "Numerical Narrations," in order

to provide a clearer picture and a more accurate report of this theory.
3. The Scholarly Personality of Shaykh Sadiig

3-1. Introduction

Abu Ja 'far Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Husayn ibn Miisa ibn Babawayh
Qummi, known as "Shaykh Sadiig" and titled "Ra’ts al-Muhaddithin,"
(Bahr al-‘Ultm, 1943 AD/1363 AH: 3, 292) is one of the great jurists
and hadith scholars of Shia Imamiyyah and one of the authors of the
four hadith books of Shia Islam in the fourth century AH. There is no
precise information about the birth of Shaykh Sadiig in the books of
biographies (Maaref, 1995 AD/1374 SH: 493). Researchers generally
believe that he was born in the year 306 AH or shortly thereafter (Bahr
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al-‘Ulim, 1943 AD/1363 AH: 3, 292) and died in the year 381 AH
(Masoudi, 2018 AD/1397 SH: 263). Shaykh Sadiig has been praised
with phrases such as: "Shaykhuna wa Faqihuna," (Najashi, 1945
AD/1365 AH: 389) "Kana Jalilan" (Tus1, 2006 AD/1427 AH (a): 442)
and "Jalil al-Qadr Hafizah, Basir bil Figh wal-Akhbar wal Rijal."
(Tust, 2006 AD/1427 AH (b): 439)

Sadiiq is considered among the prolific Shi'a scholars due to his
visits with prominent hadith masters, his acquisition of hadith from
them, and the abundance of his scholarly writings. After nearly 70
years of a blessed life, Shaykh Sadiig passed away in the city of Rayy
in the year 381 AH (Najashi, 1945 AD/1365 AH: 389).

3-2. Teachers and Students

The number of his teachers and students has been estimated to be more
than 250 (Sadiig, 1942 AD/1362 AH (b): 1, 10). However, among his
numerous teachers, four are of greater importance, namely: "His father, A/i
ibn Husayn ibn Babawayh al-Qummi, Muhammad ibn Hasan ibn Ahmad
ibn al-Walid, Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Majilityah, and Muhammad ibn
Miisa ibn Mutawakkil. " (Maarif, 1995 AD/1374 SH: 496) In his book "al-
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Khisal," which is the subject of this article, he mentions his chains of
transmission 425 times through his father, 125 times through his teacher
Ibn al-Walid, 79 times through his other teacher Muhammad ibn Ali ibn
Majiliiyah, and finally, 55 times through Muhammad ibn Miisa ibn
Mutawakkil, tracing them back to the authors of books and primary
sources. Among these, /bn al-Walid was more influential in shaping

86 Sadig's scholarly personality, especially in the fields of hadith and Rijal
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(Maarif, 2007 AD/1389 SH: 27).

After these four, the following individuals can be mentioned as the
most important teachers of Shaykh Sadiiq: Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Yahya al-‘Attar, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Asad, Hamza ibn
Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-‘Alw1, Ja‘far ibn Ali ibn Hasan, Husayn
ibn Ahmad ibn Idris, and others (Maarif, 1995 AD/1374 SH: 497).

1. Diagram of prominent Shaykh Sadiq's teachers along with the number
of chains of narration mentioned from them in al-Khisal
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Aliibn Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn Hasan Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Misa
Babawayh al-Qummi, ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid, Majildyah, ibn Mutawaklil

prominent Shaykh Saduq's teachers

It is understood from his works, writings, and evidence that Sadiig
had students and narrators who transmitted from him and narrated his
traditions. Considering his frequent travels to important scientific
centers of that time, which involved narrating traditions to the scholars
of those cities, he had many students and narrators. This is supported
by what a/-Najashi mentions in his Rijal: He writes that Sadiiq entered
Baghdad in the year 355 AH, and in that year, the Shi'a masters began

to acquire hadith from him, even though he was young in age
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(Najashi, 1945 AD/1365 AH: 389).

We mention the names of some of those who are among the
prominent Shia scholars: Abul ‘Abbas Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Muhammad
ibn al-‘Abbas ibn Nih, Abi ‘Abdullah Husayn ibn ‘Ubaydullah
Ghada’ir, Abt ‘Abdullah al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn al-Husayn ibn Miisa
ibn Babawayh al-Qummi, brother of Sadiig, Ali ibn Ahmad ibn al-
‘Abbas al-Najashi, father of Najashi, Sayyid al-Murtada ‘Alam al-
Huda, Aba ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Nu‘man al-
Mufid, and others (Sadiiq, 1982 AD/1403 AH: 69-72).

Sadig's high scholarly status was not only acknowledged by the
Shia, as the scope of his knowledge was not limited to the science of
Hadith and jurisprudence. Shaykh Husayn ibn ‘Abd al-Samad ‘Amili
writes: The books "Madinat al- ‘Ilm" and "Man La Yahduruhul Faqih"
are two works by the esteemed Shaykh Abii Ja ‘far Muhammad ibn Ali
ibn al-Husayn Babawayh Qummi, who held a high rank and esteemed
position among both Shia and Sunni Muslims. He was a memorizer of

hadiths, insightful in jurisprudence and biographical evaluation of
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narrators (Rijal), rational and traditional sciences, and a critic of news
and narrations...

In his era, no one was seen to be like him in memorization and
abundance of knowledge (‘Amili, 1940 AD/1360 AH: 86). Shaykh
Sadig's knowledge of the science of Hadith had made him a skilled
hadith scholar and a capable expert in biographical evaluation of
narrators. Therefore, Shaykh Sadiig was considered a critic and an
authority in Hadith (A group of professors from the Faculty of Hadith
88 gciences, 2010 AD/1390 SH: 128 and 129).
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3-3. Works and Writings

Shaykh Sadiig was a unique individual among scholars in terms of the
breadth of his knowledge and the abundance of his books and
writings. Shaykh Tiist writes in his book al-Fihrist that the number of
Sadiiq's books is about three hundred, and the list of his books is well-
known, but I will mention only those books that I have access to. Then
he lists forty-one books (Kitab Da‘aim al-Islam, Kitab al-Mugni’,
Kitab al-Murshid...) (Tast, 2006 AD/1427 AH (a): 442).

Najashi also considered him a prolific author and the author of
many books, and in his book, he mentioned about two hundred of his
books (Kitab al-Tawhid, Kitab al-Nubuwwah...) (Najashi, 1945
AD/1365 SH: 389).

Shaykh Sadiig was an authority in all religious fields, including
exegesis, jurisprudence, theology, and Hadith. However, first and
foremost, he should be considered a hadith scholar who, with mastery
of the narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), strived to defend the truth of
the Shia faith in his era and to transmit the existing works and legacies
of his time to the next generation in the form of valuable writings.

Another issue in Shaykh Sadiiq's works is his interesting innovation
in classifying and categorizing hadiths by subject. With the exception
of a few of his books that were compiled as comprehensive written
works, such as "Man La Yahduruhul Faqih" or "Madinat al-‘lim" -
which unfortunately have been lost over time - the rest of his works
are usually adorned with a thematic title, indicating the hadiths that
existed in that field, such as "Ma ‘ani al-Akhbar,"” "‘llal al-Shard’i’,"
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"Kamal al-Din," and so on. According to historical evidence, most of
Shaykh Sadiig's books were available and accessible to scholars and
scientists until the fifth and sixth centuries AH. However,
unfortunately, in our time, only a limited number of these books
remain (Maarif, 1995 AD/1374 SH: 502 and 503).

Some of Shaykh Sadiig's writings that are currently available are:

Ikmal al-Din wa Itmam al-Ni‘mah (or Kamal al-Din); al-Amali (Al-
Majalis); al-Tawhid; Thawab al-A‘mal; ‘Igab al-A‘mal; ‘Uytin Akhbar al-
Rida; ‘Ilal al-Shara’i‘; al-Khisal; Ma‘an al-Akhbar; Man La Yahduruhul
Faqth; and so on (Tabataba’1, 1970 A/1390 AH: 53 and 54).

3-4. Saduq in the View of Scholars

Scholars, jurists, and great Islamic scientists, especially experts in
biographical evaluation (Rijal), have acknowledged his lofty scientific
position with very eloquent expressions. As examples, some of them
are mentioned below:

3-4-1. Shaykh Tisi, in introducing Shaykh Sadiig, says: "He was a

The Journal of Hadith Studies and Researches | Vol. 2 | No. 2 | Spring 2025

scholar of great stature and a memorizer of hadiths. He was fully
aware of the conditions of men (in the chains of narrations) and was a
highly qualified critic in the chains of hadiths. Among the notables of
Qom, he was unparalleled in terms of memorizing hadiths and the
abundance of information, and he left behind about three hundred
authored works." (Tust, 2006 AD/1427 AH (a): 442)

3-4-2. Najashi writes: "Abii Ja ‘far (Shaykh Sadigq), a resident of
Rayy, is a jurist and a prominent figure of the Shi'a in Khorasan. He also

90 entered Baghdad, and despite his young age, all the great Shi'a scholars
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listened to hadiths from him." (Najashi, 1945 AD/1365 AH: 389)

3-4-3. [bn Idris, in the book al-Sara’ir, which he authored on
jurisprudence, said about Sadiig: "He was a trustworthy and highly
esteemed figure, insightful in hadiths, and a critic of narrations. He
was knowledgeable about biographical evaluation (Rijal) and was
considered one of the memorizers. He was the teacher of our Shaykh,
Mufid Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Nu ‘man." (Ibn Idris, 1989
AD/1410 AH: 2, 529)

3-4-4. Sayyid Ibn Tawiis has described Hilli as a highly esteemed
Shaykh, stating that there is consensus on his knowledge and justice.
Whatever he narrates is acceptable and trustworthy (Ibn Tawis, 1943
AD/1363 SH: 129).

3-4-5. Allamah Majlisi says about him: "He is a pillar among the
pillars of religion." (Sadiiq, 1942 AD/1362 (a): 7)

4. Introduction to the book a/-Khisal

This book is one of the innovative works of Shaykh Sadiig, reflecting
his genius and abundant taste in the classification and compilation of
narrations. The author has selected creedal, ethical, jurisprudential,
historical, theological, and other topics from the collection of
narrations and classified and organized them in a new format based on
numbers and numerical order (Maarif, 2010 AD/1389 SH: 157). This
book is a comprehensive collection of ethical and creedal narrations,
comprising 1255 hadiths in 26 separate chapters and two volumes,

narrated with chains of transmission. Considering the type of hadith
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comprehensive hadith collection.

In the terminology of hadith scholars, a Jami* (plural Jawami®)
refers to a book that includes all religious subjects and their chapters,
including beliefs, rulings, biographies, manners, exegesis, trials, signs
of the Hour, virtues, and so on (Maarif, 2016 AD/1396 SH: 347).
Therefore, this book, which contains ethical and creedal subjects, can

be considered a relative Jami *.

4-1. Title of the Book and Time of Compilation

Shaykh Sadiig named this work "al-Khisal al-Mahmiida wa al-
Madhmima" (The Praiseworthy and Blameworthy Characteristics)
(Sadiiq, 1942 AD/1362 AH (a): 1, 1). "al-Khisal" has been mentioned
with the same title in primary sources as well (Najashi, 1945 AD/1365
AH: 391). It seems that the book "al-Khisal" was written during
Shaykh Sadiig's youth to middle age, because he himself, after
mentioning narrations in the books "Man La Yahduruhul Fagqih"
(Saduq, 1992 AD/1413 AH: 3, 347) and al-Tawhid (Saduq, 1978
AD/1398 AH: 407), referred to their existence in the book "al-Khisal."

4-2. Motivation for Compilation

In the short introduction to the book al-Khisal, the author states his
motivation as follows: "I saw that my teachers and predecessors, may
God have mercy on they had written books in various branches of
knowledge, but they had neglected to write a book that included
numbers and good and bad qualities. Since such a book would be very
beneficial for seekers of knowledge and those who desire good, I

compiled this book with the intention of drawing closer to God."
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(Sadiiq, 1942 AD/1362 AH (a): 1, 1) Therefore, the main purpose of
writing the mentioned book was to explain good and bad qualities,

with their writing order being based on numbers.

4-3. Book Type and Structure

The book begins with a short introduction by the author, followed by
narrations arranged according to their numerical order within specific
chapters. The author's introduction concerns the subject of the book
and its organizational method. According to this introduction, Shaykh
Sadiig undertook an innovative compilation with no precedent; he
gathered narrations based on "Numbers." (Ahmadi, 2010 AD/1389
SH: 221) That is, narrations containing one attribute or characteristic
are placed in a separate chapter, and narrations expressing two
characteristics or two effects of an action are placed in chapter 2, and
so on, with the author presenting a total of 20 chapters in this order.
After the number twenty, narrations with numbers between 20 and 30
are mentioned, followed by these chapters: chapter 30 and above,
chapter 40 and above, chapter 50 and more, chapter 70 and more,
chapter 80 and more. After that, a chapter is included under the title
"From One to One Hundred," and all narrations containing a number
greater than one hundred are presented in order in this chapter. Then, a
chapter about four hundred and another chapter about more than a
thousand are included, with the last narration in this chapter
containing the number one million, which is narrated from Imam

Bagir (AS) regarding the creation of one million Adams and one
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narrations in these chapters varies greatly. For example, in the chapter

on the number one, 113 hadiths are mentioned; in the chapter on the

number two, 128 hadiths; and in the chapter on the number three, 271

hadiths. The fewest narrations are in the chapter on seventeen, which
only mentions one hadith, and the most narrations are in the chapter

the

on three, which includes 271 hadiths. Some chapters, such as

chapter on sixty, are not mentioned at all. According to the count of
Mr. Sayyid Ahmad Fahri in the corrected version by him, the total
number of hadiths in the book is 1254, but according to the published

list of Astan Quds Razavi, there are 1265 independent narrations

874 implicit hadiths, totaling 2139 narrations (Madani Bajestani, 2006
AD/1385 SH: 1, 378). However, based on the version corrected by the

late Ghaffari, which is the basis for this writing, the total number of

hadiths in the book is 1255 (Sadiiq, 1942 AD/1362 AH).

and

2. Chapters of Abaab (sections) along with the number of narrations reported in
the book Al-Khisal
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4-4. Versions of the Book

The versions of the book al-Khisal can be categorized into three

sections: manuscripts, printed editions, and selections.
4-4-1. Seven existing manuscript versions of the book are listed
below:

- Manuscript of the Library of Navvab School of Mashhad,
transcription date: 1026, No. 23/Akhbar;

- Another manuscript of the same library, collated with the version of
Mulla ‘Abdullah Tuni, No. 84/Akhbar;

- Another manuscript of the same library, 12th century AH, endowed
in 1120, No. 127/Akhbar;

- Manuscript of the Library of Astan Quds Razavi, No. 2011,
transcription date: 975;

- Manuscript of the Library of Astan Quds Razavi, No. 1676,
transcription date: 1073;

- Manuscript of the Library of Astan Quds Razavi, No. 2010,
transcription date: 1094;

The Journal of Hadith Studies and Researches | Vol. 2 | No. 2 | Spring 2025

- Two manuscripts of the Library of Astan Quds Razavi, Nos. 569
and 2012, undated (Madani Bajnourdi, 2006 AD/1385 SH: 1, 379).
4-4-2. The following are some of the existing printed editions of this
book:

- The edition published by Ilmiyyah Islamiyah Publications,
translated by Sayyid Ahmad Fahri Zanjani, undated;

- The edition published by the Society of Seminary Teachers of Qom,
edited by Ali Akbar Ghaffari, published in 1362 SH; 95
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- The edition published by Javidan Printing and Publishing
Organization, translated by Morteza Modarres Gilani, published in
1362 SH;

- The edition published by Kothar Publications, translated by Yaqub
Jafari, published in 1382 SH;

- The edition published by Dar al-Irfan Publications, translated by
Hossein Ansariyan, published in 1402 SH;

- The edition published by Ketabchi Publications, translated by
Mohammad Bager Kamarei, published in 1377 SH.

4-4-3. Selections and summaries have also been written on this
book: "Nukhbat al-Khisal," whose selector is unknown (Agha
Bozorg Tehrani, 1982 AD/1403 AH: 20, 195; 24, 94) and Khulasat
al-Khisal, selected by Sayyid Mohammad Mousavi. This writing
does not aim to validate the versions related to the book al-Khisal;
however, in this research, for greater accuracy, the version that has
been corrected and meticulously researched by Ali Akbar Ghaffari
(d. 1383 SH), jurist, hadith scholar, researcher, and corrector of
Islamic texts, has been used. He benefited from the version of
Sayyid Fazlollah Tabatabaei Yazdi, which he had collated with five
manuscripts. He also emphasizes that despite some errors, especially
in the Isnad (chains of narration), in Tabatabaei Yazdi's collated
version, his version is ultimately accurate and precise in the text of
the hadith (Sadiq, 1942 AD/1362 AH (a): 1, 11). Ghaffari, for the
correction and verification of the book, compared his version with
the manuscripts belonging to the Shah Mosque Library in Tehran
and the manuscript of Dr. Sayyid Mahmoud Hojjat Hamedani's
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library. Subsequently, after comparing these two versions, he
referred to the existing quotations from this book in the volumes of
Bihar al-Anwar, Wasa’il al-Shi‘a, and other reliable sources that
were corrected by the masters, in order to select the texts that he
considered preferable in cases of discrepancy, so as to present the
text in a correct and complete form based on the sources mentioned

earlier (ibid: 12).

5. The Influence of a/-Khisal on Scholars' Works

The book "al-Khisal" is one of the sources of Wasa’il al-Shia and
Bihar al-Anwar. Allamah Majlist, in the first volume of Bihar al-
Anwar, in the section introducing the books he used, mentioned the
name "Kitab al-Khisal" under the books of Shaykh Sadiig (Majlisi,
1982 AD/1403 AH: 1, 6). Also, in the second chapter, which is
dedicated to introducing the abbreviations of his sources, he
designated the abbreviation "L" for "al-Khisal" (ibid: 46)
Furthermore, Shaykh Hurr al-‘Amilt used this book in compiling
"Wasa’il al-Shi‘a" (al-Hadi ilH Ashraf al-Khisal) (Shaykh Hurr al-
‘Amili, 1988 AD/1409 AH: 1, 7). Allamah Kardjaki, Abil Fath
Muhammad ibn Ali ibn ‘Uthman (d. 449 AH), inspired by the
numerical style of al-Khisal, wrote the book Ma ‘dan al-Jaw hir wa
Tanbih (Riyadat) al-Khawdtir in ten chapters (Agha Bozorg Tehrani,
1982 AD/1403 AH: 21, 221). Several others also engaged in
summarizing, explaining, and translating it into Persian (ibid: 20, 195;
24, 94). Among them are: the book Nukhbat al-Khisal by an unknown
author, a copy of which, dated 1267 AH, exists in the Sepahsalar
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School Library, and Mirza Hussein Noori possessed it and mentioned
it in his list of books (ibid.). Also, an Arabic commentary named
Sharh al-Hadith al-Thani ‘Ashar min Kitab al-Khisal by Hajj Mulla
Muhammad al-Mashhadi (d. 1257 AH) (ibid: 13, 194), and a Persian
commentary, written by Shaykh Mirza Baqir Kuhkamare'i, in three
volumes (ibid: 13, 216).

6. Shaykh Sadiiq's Method in Mentioning Narrations

Shaykh Sadiig used various methods in "al-Khisal," which include the

following:

6-1. Mentioning Narrations with Zsnad (Chain of Transmission)

Almost all the narrations in "al-Khisal" are presented with Isnad.
Therefore, he was keen on mentioning hadiths with Isnad.

However, Shaykh Sadiiq, in 77 instances, has attributed the chain of
narrations in the book to Raf", using phrases such as Rafa‘ahii ila,
Yarfa ‘uhii ila, etc. This indicates a break in the chain of transmission
in those instances. The definition of a Marfii * hadith is: A hadith in
which one or more narrators are missing from the middle or end of the
chain, but the narrator explicitly states the Raf* (Modir Shanehchi,
2000 AD/1379 SH: 88). Some related Isnad (chains of narrations) are
listed in the table below:

Source Narration with Sanad Marfa*

Hadathana Ahmad bin Ibrahim ibn al-Walid al-Sullami Qala

Sadiq, 1942 AD/1362 Hadathana Abul Fadl Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Katibu al-

25;;]): i;_;ig.u ! bi sitt Naysabtr1 bi Isnadihi Yarfa‘uhii ila Amir al-Mu'minin ‘alayhi
Khisal Y ’ al-Salam anahti Qala: Kamalu al-Rajuli bi Sitti Khisalin bi

Asgharayhi wa Akbarayhi wa Hay’atayhi...
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Source Narration with Sanad Marfa*

Hadathana Muhammad ibn Ali Majilayh radiyallahu ‘anhu
Qala Hadathana Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim ‘an Abthi ‘an
Sadtiq, 1942 AD/1362 | Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr rafa‘aht ila Abi ‘Abdillah ‘alayhi
AH (a): 2, 467 al-Salam: F1 Qawli Allah ‘Azza wa Jall inna ‘Iddata al-Shuhar
‘inda Allahi Ithna ‘Ashar Shahran fi kitab Allah Yawma
Khalaqa al-Samawati wal Ard...

Hadathana Abi wa Muhammad ibn Ali Majilayh Radiyallahu
‘anhuma Qala Hadathana Muhammad ibn Yahya al-‘Attaru
Qala Hadathana Muhammad ibn Ahmad Ibn Yahya ibn ‘Imran
al-‘Ash’arT ‘an Ba‘di Ashabina ‘an al-Hasan ibn Ali wa Abi al-
Sakhr Jami‘an Yarfa‘anihi ila Amir al-Mu'minin ‘alayhi al-
Salam annah@i Qala: La Tu shaddu al-Rihalu illa ila Thalathati
Masajid al-Masjid al-Haram...

Sadiiq, 1942 AD/1362
AH (a): 1, 143

La Tashud al-Rihal illa
ila Thalathati Masajid

6-2. Utilizing Shi'a and Sunni Narrations in Selecting Narrations

In compiling the book and selecting narrations for al-Khisal, Shaykh
Sadiig used hadiths from both Shi'a and Sunni sources. For example,
he narrated from Abii Hurayrah in 14 instances, from ‘Ayisha in 4
instances, and from [bn ‘Abbdas in 27 instances. From the Shi'a
tradition, he mostly narrated through Ali ibn Husayn ibn Babawayh
Qummi, Muhammad ibn Hasan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid, Muhammad
ibn Ali ibn Majilityah, and Muhammad ibn Misa ibn Mutawakkil —
which was discussed in the section on Shaykh Sadiig's teachers and
students — to narrate hadiths, examples of which are given below.

Narration with a Sunni Sanad:

"Akhbarani al-Khalil ibn Ahmad Qala Haddathana ibn Mani‘in
Qala Haddathana Abiu Bakr ibn Abi Shaybah Qala Haddathana Abu
Mu‘awiyah ‘an al-A‘mash ‘an Abi1 Salih ‘an Abi Hurayrah Qala: Qala
Rasiilullah inna min Sharri al-Nas ‘inda Allah ‘Azza wa Jalla Yawmal
Qiyamah Dhal Wajhayn." (Sadiiq, 1942 AD/1362 AH (a): 1, 38)

Narration with a Shi'a chain:
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"Haddathana bi Dhalika Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Walid
Radiyallahu ‘anhu ‘an Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Saffar ‘an Hariin
ibn Muslim ‘an Mas‘adah ‘an Ja‘far ibn Muhammad al-Kafir Ya’kulu
fl Sab‘ati Am‘a’." (Sadiq, 1942 AD/1362 AH (a): 2, 351)

Since all narrations in the hadith sources of both groups (regardless
of the evaluation of their chain of transmission and text) are ultimately
attributed to the Prophet (PBUH) in some way, it is obvious that there
are commonalities between the narrations in the sources of both sects.
The number of these commonalities seems considerable, and their
exhaustive investigation and enumeration could be the subject of other
independent research (Maaref and Shariati Niasar, 2018 AD/1398 SH:
379). Therefore, it is not far-fetched that some of what is mentioned in
the book al-Khisal, whether quoted from the author or from other
sources, has similarities in Sunni sources. Based on a review of the
narrations in al-Khisal, 600 narrations have significant similarities and
commonalities, some of which will be presented below. Through
investigation, it became clear that Shaykh Sadiig used hadiths from
Sunni sources but did not mention their sources. Considering that
Shaykh Sadiig did not provide any explanation for these narrations in
al-Khisal, and also because his effort was focused on presenting

authentic narrations, it is therefore assumed that he confirms these

narrations.

al-Khisal Narration in al- Sunni Narration in Sunni . Tltl‘? of

: . = Similarity and

Book Khisal Sources Sources .
? Difference

Sadiiq, Haddathana ab1 | Bayhaqi, Abli ‘Abdillah al- | Similarity in the
1942 Radiyallahu  ‘anhu | 2000 Hafiz ana al-Hasan | text of the
AD/1362 | Qala  Haddathana | AD/1421 ibn Muhammad ibn | narration  and
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al-Khisal Narration in al- Sunni Narration in Sunni Simr;::Giet;fan d
Book Khisal Sources Sources .
Difference
AH (a): 1, | Sa‘d ibn ‘Abdullah | AH: 5, 46 Ishaq Thana Abt | difference in the
2 ‘an  Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman al-Khayyat | chain of
Muhammad ibn ‘Isa Qala: Sami‘tu | transmission.
‘an  Abihi ‘an Ahmad bin Nagr al-
‘Abdullah ibn al- Halabi  ‘an  ibn
Mughayrah ‘an Sabura Qala: Qala
Isma’1l ibn Muslim ‘Isa ibn Maryam:
al-Sakiini ‘an al- Taba liman Taraka
Sadiq Ja‘far ibn Shahwatan
Muhammad ‘an Hadiratan li maw‘aid 8
Abihi ‘an Aba’ih lam Yarahu. %
‘an Ali ‘Alayhim al- é
Salam Qala: Qala %
Rasulullah S
Sallallahu  “alayhi z
wa Alih:  Tiba <
liman Taraka i
Shahwatan 2
Hadiratan li s
maw‘td lam g
Yarahu. 5
Hadathana Hamzah Akhbarakum  Aba §
ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Umar ibn §
Ahmad  al-‘Alawt Hayawayh wa Abu 3
Radiyallahu  ‘anhu Bakr al-Warraq S
Qala Akhbarani Ali Qala: Akhbarana E
ibn  Ibrahim ibn Yahya Qala: ®
Hashim ‘_an Haddathana al- Similarity in the §
Sadiiq, Muhammad ibn ‘Isa | Ibn al- | Husayn Qala: text 0¥ the §
1942 ‘an  Ziyad  ibn | Mubarak, Akhbarana ibn al- narration and | &
AD/1362 | Marwan al-Qandiy | 2004 Mubarak Qala: difference in the s
AH (a): 1, | ‘an Abi Waki® ‘an | AD/1425 Akhbarana Sufyan chain of
14 Abi Ishaq ‘an al- | AH: 141 ‘an  Yazid  ibn transmission
Harith Qala Sami‘tu Hayyan ‘an ‘Anbas )
Amir al-Mu’minin ibn  ‘Ugbah  ‘an
‘alayhi al-Salam ‘Abdillah ibn
yaqulu: Ma min Mas‘td Qala: Ma
Shay’in Ahaqqa bi min Shay’in
Tali al-Sijni min al- Ahaqqu bi Tali al-
Lisan. Sijni min al-Lisan.
Sadiiq Haddathana Ahmad Akhbaranf?l ‘Abdul Qeqera} .
i9 42 ’ ibn Muhammad ibn | Qada’t, Rahma‘gl _1bn ‘Umar | similarity in the
AD/1362 | Yahya al-‘Attar | 2010 [al-Tl_ljlbl] a’l- text of the
AH (a): 1, | Radiyallahu  “anhu AD/1431 Baz_zaz, - Anba a | narration alpng
3 Qila Haddathant abi AH: 1,298 Abl.l _Sa id ibn al: Wlth minor 101
A‘rabi, Thana | differences in
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Hukratu fi Sittati
Ashya’a fi  al-
Hintati wa al-Sha‘ir
wa al-Tamri wa al-
Zabibi wa al-Samni
wa al-Zayti.

al-Khisal Narration in al- Sunni Narration in Sunni . Tltk.e of
. = Similarity and
Book Khisal Sources Sources Difference
‘an  ‘Abdullah  ibn Ahmad ibn Misa al- | some words and
Muhammad ibn ‘Isa Sa‘diyy al- | difference in the
‘an Abihi ‘an Hammaru, Thana | chain of
‘Abdillah  ibn al- Qutbah ibn al-‘Ala’, | transmission.
‘ Thana  abi ‘an
M ah >
ug_l’l_a}{r . a_m Hisham ibn ‘Urwah,
Isma’il ibn Abi Ziyad ‘an Abihi ‘an
?I-Sakﬁni ‘an Ja'far ‘Ayishah, Qalat:
ibn l'\/[uhalyma'd ‘an Qala Rasiilullah
Abihi ‘an Aba’ih ‘an Sallallahu  ‘Alayhi
Ali ‘alayhim al-Salam wa Sallam: "Man
Qala Qala Rastlullah Talaba Mahamida
Sallallahu ‘alayhi wa al-Nas bi Ma‘ast
Alih: Man Talab Rida Al_lah ) ‘Ada
al-Nas bi Sakhati Hamiduhu min al-
Allah Jaala  Allah Nas Dhamman.
Hamidahu min al-Nas
Dhamman.
Haddathana Haddathana Yahya
Hamzah Ibn ibn Sa‘idd ‘an Abi
Muhammad ibn ‘Awanah ‘an
Ahmad al-‘Alawlyy Mughayrah_ an
Radiyallihu  ‘anhu Ibrahim Qala.- a1--
_ A Sadaqah fil Hintati,
Qala Akhbarani Ali -
. . . wa al-Sha‘ir, wa al-
lb? .Ibr%hlm lbl? Tamr, wa al-Zabibi,
Hashim ‘an Abithi wa al-Sulti." General
:an al-I\_IavaaH‘yy similarity in the
Sadi an al-Sakuniyy ‘an text of the
19 42q, Ja*far ibn | Qasim ibn narration along
AD/1362 | Mubammad  “an | Salam, 1987 with minor
AH (a): 1 Abihi ‘an Aba’ih | AD/1408 differences  in
329 | ‘an Ali ‘alayhim al- | AH: 568 some words and
Salam Qala: Qila difference in the
Rasiilullah chain.  of
Sallallahu  ‘alayhi transmission.
wa  Alih:  Al-
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6-3. Explaining Narrations with the Help of Other Narrations

During the review of the narrations, the author did not intend to
provide explanations below the text of the narrations (Maaref, 2010
AD/1389 SH: 158), but he attempted to explain the narrations with the
help of other narrations. Although the author intended to present good
and bad qualities, within these hadiths, there are many hadiths related
to the jurisprudential rulings of purification, prayer, fasting, Khums,
etc., as well as many narrations about the historical events of past
prophets such as Prophet Job, or events during the time of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) such as the Agqaba incident, or the number of
children of the Messenger of God (PBUH), or events in the life of
Amir al-Mu'minin (AS) such as his appeal and oath-taking of the
companions during the formation of the caliphate council. Even within
the hadiths, narrations related to food and drink or medicine is also
mentioned (Sadiiq, 1942 AD/1362 AH (a): Book Index). For example,
a hadith from Imam Sadig (AS) with the title "The Messenger of God
(PBUH) had seven children" is mentioned, which refers to the number
of children of the Prophet (PBUH):

"Haddathana abi...‘an Abi ‘Abdillah Qala: Wulida li Rasalillah
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min Khadijah al-Qasim wa al-Tahiru wa Huwa ‘Abdullah wa Ummu
Kulthtimin wa Ruqayyah wa Zaynab wa Fatimah wa Tazawwaja Ali
ibn Abi Talib Fatimah." (Sadiiq, 1942 AD/1362 AH (a): 2, 404)

Or, in another hadith from Imam Sdadig (AS) entitled "Ten Places
Where Prayer Should Not Be Performed," 10 places where prayer

should not be performed are mentioned: 103
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"Haddathana Abi... ‘an Abt ‘Abdillah Qala: ‘Asharata Mawadi‘ la
Yusallt fiha al-Tinu wal Ma’u wa al-Hamamu wa Masannu al-Tarig
wa Qura al-Naml wa Ma‘atinu al-1bili wa Majral Ma’i wa al-

Sabakhah wa al-Thalju wa Wadi Dajnan." (ibid: 2, 434)

6-4. Utilizing the Knowledge of 7akhrijin Recording Narrations
Shaykh Sadiiq has used Takhrij in the book al-Khisal. The knowledge

of Takhrij consists of rules and methods by which access to the
original text of the hadith, knowledge of the chains of narration of the
hadith, sources of the hadith, Isnad of the hadith, and similar texts and
contents become possible (Masoudi, 2017 AD/1397 SH: 256). After
narrating a hadith in a/-Khisal, he proceeds to its Takhrij and provides
another Isnad for it, while also comparing the texts and, after quoting
a few words from the beginning of the text, refers to the uniformity of
the text by bringing the phrase "Dhakaral Haditha Mithlahi Sawad’an"
(he mentioned the hadith exactly the same) (ibid: 263), an example of

which is presented in the table below:

Source First Sanad Second Sanad

Haddathana Muhammad ibn al-Hasan | Haddathana Muhammad ibn al-Hasan
_ ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid Radiyallahu | Ragiyallahu ‘anhu qala Haddathanf al-
Sadiq, 1942 | anhy Qala Haddathana Muhammad | Hasan ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Abd al-*Aziz
AD/I362AH | ibn  al-Hasan  al-Saffr  Qala | jbn al-Muhtadi ‘an Sayf ibn al-
@: 2, 502 | Haddathana Ahmad ibn Muhammad | Mubarak ibn Yazid Mawla abil Hasan
and 503: ibn ‘Tsa Qala Haddathana Ahmad ibn | Mgsa ‘alayh al-Salim ‘an Abihi al-
"Thawabu | Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr al-Bazanfl | Mubarak ‘an Abi al-Hasan ‘alayh al-
man  $ama | ‘an Aban ibn ‘Uthman ‘an Kathir al- | Sajam Qala: Tnna Nithan Rakiba al-
Khamsata Nawwa’ ‘an Abi ‘Abdillah ‘alayh al- | Safinah Awwal Yawmin min Rajab wa

‘Ashara Salam Qala: Inna Nuhan ‘alayh al- | Dhakara al-Hadith Mithluh Sawa’an.
Ya.lwma'n . Salam Rakiba al-Safinah Awwala Shaykh Sa(.iﬁq comment: "Wa qad
min Rajab Yawim min Rajab ... Akhrajat ma Rawaytah fi Thawabi
Sawm Rajab f1 Kitab Fada’il Rajab"
Sadiiq, 1942 | Haddathana Abi ‘Ali al-Hasan ibn | Haddathana Abt Muhammad
AD/1362 ‘Ali_ibn Muhammad al-‘Attar Qala | Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Abdillah al-
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wa al-Hasan ibn Dinar ‘an Muhammad
ibn Wasi‘ ‘an ‘Abdillah ibn al-Samit
‘an Abl Dharr Rahmatullah ‘alayh
Qala: Awsani Rasulullah bi Sab‘in ...

Source First Sanad Second Sanad
AH (a): 2, | Haddathana Muhammad ibn Mahmiid | Shafi‘T bi Farghanah Qala Akhbarana
345: Qala Haddathana AbtG Sulayman | Mujahid ibn A‘yun Qala Haddathana
"Awsa Muhammad ibn Mangiir al-Fagqth wa | Abti Yahya ‘Abd al-Samad ibn al-Fadl
Rasiilullah Isma‘1l wa al-Makki wa Hamdan Qalt | al-Balkhi Qala Haddathana Makki bin
Aba Dharr | Haddathana al-Makki ibn Ibrahim | Ibrahim Qala Haddathana Hisham bin
bi Sab*" Qala Haddathana Hisham ibn Hassan | Hassan wa al-Hasan ibn Dinar ‘an

Muhammad ibn Wasi‘ ‘an ‘Abdillah
ibn al-Samit ‘an Abi Dharr Qala:
Awsaant Rasulullah Sallallahu ‘alayh
wa Alih bi Sab‘in wa Dhakara al-
Hadith Mithluh Sawa’an.

Also, Shaykh Sadiiq has used the word Akhrajtu (I have extracted)
and similar expressions in 19 instances to refer the Isnad of a narration

or an explanation regarding the narration to his other books, some of

which are mentioned:

Shaykh Saduq's

bihima al-Nabi"

Haddathana al-Hasan ibn Zayd Qala

Source Narration Explanation
Haddathani Muhammad ibn Salim
Sadiiq, 1942 | Rafa‘aht ila Amir al-Mu'minin ‘alayh | Wa Qad Akhrajtu ma
AD/1362 AH (a): | al-Salam Qala: Qala ‘Uthman ibn | Rawaytuh fi Hadha al-
1, 332: "Tafsir | ‘Affan ya Rasfil Allah ma Tafsir Abjad | Ma‘na fi Tafsir Hurtf al-
Kalimat  Hunna | ... Nasharahum ila Yawm al-Qiyamah | Mu‘jam min Kitab Ma‘ant
Asl al-Haja™ faQudiya baynahum bil Haqqi wa Hum | al-Akhbar
la Yuzlamin.
Haddathana Abi Radiyallahu ‘anhu
Qala Haddathana Sa‘d ibn ‘Abdillah
Sadag, 1942 | 0 Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn AT\ v, 0,4 Akhratu Hadha al-
al-Khattab ‘an al-Hakam ibn Miskin al- B . .
AD/1362 AH . S . . Hadith min Turuq fi Kitab
(a): 2. 476 Thaqafi ‘an Salih ibn ‘Ugbah ‘an Ja‘far al-Awail
T ibn Muhammad ‘alayh al-Salam Qala: AW
Lamma Halaka Abt Bakr wa Istekhlafa
‘Umar...
Sadiiq, 1942 | Haddathana Muhammad ibn al-Hasan . ~
AD/1362  AH | bin Ahmad ibn al-Walid Radiyallahu | 2 Qad Akhrajtu = ma
fIR ot Rawaituh fi Hadha al-
(a): 2, 397: "F1 | ‘anhu ... Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ‘alayh al- Ma'na fi Kitab Sifat al-
al-Shi‘a  Sab‘u | Salam Qala: Innama Kanat Shi‘atah Shi‘ah ;
Khisal" ‘Alf al-Mutabadhilan fi Wilayatina ...
Sadag, 1942 Haddatha?é al-Haszin ib1_1 Muhammad Wa Qad Akhrajtu  al-
AD/1362  AH | ibn Yahya al-‘Alawi Radiyallahu ‘anhu = - -
z o - - Akhbar Allati Rawaituha fi
(a): 1, 77:| Qala  Haddathanai Jaddi  Qala R o o
" = R . ° Hadha al-Ma‘na fi Kitab
Amran Sarr | Haddathana Dawiid ibn al-Qasim Qala

Fada’il Ja‘far ibn Abi Talib
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Shaykh Saduq's

Source Narration Explanation

Sami‘tu Jama‘atan min Ahl Bayti
Yaqiilin: Inna Ja‘far ibn Abi Talib
Radtyallahu ‘anhu lamma Qadima min
Ard al-Habashah wa Kana biha
Muhajiran wa Dhalika Yawma Fath
Khaybar Qama ilayhi al-Nabi fa
Qabbala bayna ‘Aynayh Thumma Qala:
Ma Adri bi’Ayyihima Ana Asarru bi
Qudtim Ja‘far aw bi Fath Khaybar.

6-5. Attention to S2ma‘in Transmitting Hadith

Sama‘ is one of the methods of Tahammul al-Hadith
(bearing/receiving hadith) and one of the most important. Tahammul
al-Hadith refers to the transmission of a narration by a narrator from
his teacher through one of the recognized methods such as Sama°,
Qira’at (reading), ljazah (permission), Munawalah (handing over)...
and accepting the responsibility of transmitting it without any addition
or omission (Mohammadi Rey Shahri, 2017 AD/1397 SH: 1, 361).
Sama‘, which is the oldest and most common method of Tahammul
al-Hadith, consists of the student learning the hadith directly from the
teacher's own words (Mamagqgani, 1990 AD/1411 AH: 3, 66; Nafisi,
2009 AD/1388 SH: 299). Most of the narrations in
al-Khisal have been transmitted through the Sama‘ method. The
author has mentioned the narrations of the book with his connected
chain of narrators to the narrators of the hadiths, and the narrations
begin with the words "Haddathana" (he narrated to us) and
"Akhbarana" (he informed us), which indicate the Tahammul al-

Hadith through the Sama ‘ method. Examples of this can be seen in the

106 hadiths mentioned below:



Introduction and Methodology of al-Khisal by Shaykh Sadaq

A) Haddathana Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid
Radiyallahu ‘anhu Qala Haddathana Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-
Saffar Qala Haddathani Ibrahim ibn Hashim Qala Haddathani al-
Hasan ibn Ab1 al-Husayn al-Farist ‘an Sulayman ibn Ja‘far al-Ja‘fari
‘an Abthi ‘an Ja‘far ibn Muhammad ‘an Abihi ‘an Jaddihi ‘an abthi
‘an ‘All ‘alayh al-Salam Qala: Qala Rasulullah Sallallahu ‘alayh wa
Alih: Ma Jumi‘a Shay’un ila shay’in Afdal min Hilm ila ‘Ilm...
(Saduq, 1942 AD/1362 AH (a): 1, 4).

B) Akhbarant al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Sijz1 Qala Akhbarana Ibn
Mu‘adh Qala Haddathana al-Husayn al-Marwazi Qala Haddathana
‘Abdullah Qala Akhbarana Yahya ibn ‘Ubaydillah Qala Sami‘tu Abt
Yaqil: Sami‘tu Aba Hurayrah Yaqil: Qala Rasulullah: Dakhala
‘Abdun al-Jannah bi Ghusnin min Shawkin Kana ‘ala Tariq al-

Muslimin faamatahu ‘anhu (ibid: 1, 32).

6-6. Numerical Categorization of Narrations

In al-Khisal, Shaykh Sadiig has categorized the narrations based on the

number of characteristics, attributes, or numbers mentioned in them,
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and has chosen an independent title for each narration. This method of
organizing the narrations is one of his innovations. This type of
categorization of narrations facilitates access, learning, and
understanding of the narrations, and as a result, the book becomes
educational. By examining them, while identifying and better
understanding good and bad qualities, the reason for their mention by
the Lawgiver and the wisdom of their legislation become clear. Some

of these features are as follows 107
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6-6-1. Hadiths with One Characteristic: These include hadiths that
describe one attribute or characteristic, an example of which is given
below: In a hadith from the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in the
chapter on unique characteristics, under the title "Hadith Khaslat
Munjiyyah," one characteristic that is saving is mentioned. Allah
Almighty said: "O! Son of Adam! Obey Me in what 1 have
commanded you, and do not teach Me what is good for you." (Sadiq,
1942 AD/1362 AH (a): 1, 4)

6-6-2. Hadiths with Two Characteristics: Hadiths that refer to two
related attributes or concepts. An example of which is given below: In
a hadith from Imam Ali (AS) in the chapter on dual characteristics,
under the title "al-‘Ilm ‘llman," (Knowledge is of Two Kinds) two
types of knowledge are mentioned (O! Abii al-Tufayl! Knowledge is
of two kinds: Knowledge that people has no choice but to
contemplate, and that is the knowledge of Islam; and knowledge that
requires no contemplation and that is the power of God) (ibid: 1, 41).

6-6-3. Hadiths with Three or More Characteristics: Hadiths in
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which three or more characteristics are discussed. In a hadith from
Imam Sdadig (AS) regarding the eighty or more characteristics, entitled
the hadith "Takbirat al-Salat Khams wa Tis ‘in Takbirah," (The
Takbirs of Prayer are Ninety-Five Takbirs) it states: "The Takbirs of
prayer in the daily prayers are ninety-five Takbirs, including the

Takbir of Quniit." (ibid: 2, 593)

6-7. Collection of Narrations with Diverse Topics

108 Shaykh Sadiig, in al-Khisal, has collected hadiths with diverse topics.
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These topics include ethical, theological, educational, social, and even
historical discussions. He has strived to gather and categorize hadiths
that relate to the individual and social life of humans. Some prominent
topics are listed below:

6-7-1. Moral Virtues: Truthfulness (Sadiiq, 1942 AD/1362 AH (a):
1, 282), fulfilling promises (ibid: 113), commanding good and
forbidding bad (ibid: 42), etc.

6-7-2. Moral Vices: Lying (ibid: 87), oppression (ibid: 118),
backbiting (ibid: 62), etc.

6-7-3. Educational and Social Recommendations: Respect for
parents (ibid: 37), social justice (ibid: 7), etc.

6-7-4. Theological Issues: Tawhid (Oneness of God) (ibid: 33),
prophethood (ibid: 2, 41), resurrection (ibid: 1, 62), etc.

6-8. Educational and Moral Approach in Mentioning Narrations
In narrating the hadiths of al-Khisal, Shaykh Sadiig has not only
presented good and bad qualities according to numbers, but has also

paid attention to the educational and moral dimension. He has strived
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to mention hadiths that can influence the moral and social upbringing
of Muslims. An example of narrations with the aforementioned
approaches is as follows:

6-8-1. Educational Approach: "A hadith from Imam Sadig (AS)
regarding the four characteristics states that the Surahs of ‘Aza’im
(obligatory prostration) are four: "Indeed, the ‘Aza’im are four: Igra’
Bismi Rabbika Alladhi Khalaq, al-Najm, Tanzil al-Sajdah and
Hammim al-Sajdah." (Sadig, 1942 AD/1362 AH (a): 1, 252) 109
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6-8-2. Educational Approach: "A hadith from Imam Zayn al-
‘Abidin (AS) regarding five characteristics states that the signs of a
believer are five things: "The signs of a believer are five things: "God-
fearing in solitude, giving charity in times of need, patience in

adversity, forbearance in anger, and truthfulness in fear." (ibid: 296)

Conclusion

1) One of the important approaches to comprehensive writing in the
early period was authoring books with attention to solving a
problem or addressing a scientific need. Therefore, Shaykh Sadiiq
states that his motivation for writing "a/-Khisal" was to write a book
containing numbers and good and bad qualities, beneficial for
seekers of knowledge and those desiring good and virtue, which had
been neglected. Thus, Shaykh Sadiig undertook an innovative work
that had no precedent.

The book al-Khisal is a relatively thematic comprehensive hadith

collection including a set of ethical and doctrinal narrations,
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containing 1255 hadiths in 26 chapters and two volumes, which
have been narrated with chains of transmission (Zsnad). The
versions of the book can be categorized into three sections:
manuscripts, printed versions, and selections. Scholars have used a/-
Khisal in their works; for example, this book is one of the sources of
the two books, Wasa il al-Shi ‘a and Bihar al-Anwar.

2) Shaykh Sadig's method in mentioning narrations in the book al-
Khisal is as follows:

110 A Shaykh Sadiig paid attention to mentioning hadiths with chains
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of transmission (Isnad). However, in 77 cases, the chain of
narrations in the book is incomplete (Marfii ‘).

B) One of the prominent features of Shaykh Sadiiq's al-Khisal is its
utilization of both Shia and Sunni hadith in the selection of
narrations, with 600 hadith in al-Khisal sharing significant
similarities and commonalities with Sunni sources.

C) Shaykh Sadiig did not aim to provide explanations within the text
of the hadith themselves, but rather sought to clarify them by
using other hadith.

D) In al-Khisal, Shaykh Sadiig employed Takhrij (referencing),
using the phrase "Akhrajtu" (I have extracted) and similar
expressions in 19 instances to refer the chain of narration or an
explanation regarding a hadith to his other books.

E) The majority of the hadith in al-Khisal are transmitted through
the Sama‘ (hearing) method. The author mentions the hadith of
the book with his connected chain of narrators to the narrators of
the hadith, and the hadith begin with the words "Haddathana"
and "Akhbarana," which indicate the bearing of the hadith
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through the Sama ‘ method.

F) In al-Khisal, Shaykh Sadiig categorized the hadith based on the
number of characteristics, attributes, or numbers mentioned in
them. This type of categorization facilitates access, learning, and
understanding of the hadith, consequently giving the book an
educational aspect; by examining them, one can identify and
better understand good and bad qualities, the reason for their

mention by the Lawgiver, and the wisdom behind their 111



Majid Maaref, Morteza Ghasemi Hamed, Mohammad Zargham

legislation.

G) The author has compiled hadith on diverse topics, including
ethical, theological, educational, social, and even historical
discussions. He has strived to collect and categorize hadith that
relate to the individual and social life of humans.

H) In transmitting the hadith of al-Khisal, Shaykh Sadiig not only
presented good and bad qualities according to numbers but also

paid attention to the educational and instructive dimension.
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