
Hasan Zarnooshe Farahani, Ommolbanin Rabiee 

A Critique of -Qa 's ... 

A Critique of -Qa 's Claim 

s

Concerning the "Reason for the Occultation of 

Imam al-

Hasan Zarnooshe Farahani
*
 

Associate Professor in Department of Theology and Islamic Studies, Shahid Rajaee 

Teacher Training University, Tehran, Iran.

Ommolbanin Rabiee 

M.A, Quranic Sciences and Hadith, Shahid Rajaee Teacher Training University, 

Tehran, Iran. 

(Received: December 2024, Accepted: April 2025)

DOI: 10.22034/HSR.2025.51682.1046 

Abstract 

The occultation of Imam al-  (AS) is a key issue in Mahdavi 

thought, for which various reasons have been stated in Shia narrative 

sources. In an article entitled "al- - -
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"

written by -Qa " it is claimed, by 

adhering to these very narrations, that Shia narrations regarding the 

reason for the occultation are unreliable, contradictory, and 

irreconcilable. The present study, with the aim of responding to the 

doubts raised in the aforementioned article regarding the reason for 

the occultation of Imam al-  (AS) and using the descriptive-

analytical method, first, while stating the claim made, examines the 

authenticity of the narrations' chains of transmission based on two 

approaches: "Narrator-centric and evidence-centric authentication." It 

demonstrates that, with the exception of one narration, the rest are 

capable of being considered authentic and sound. Then, by examining 

their implications, it concludes that since all the reasons for the 

occultation mentioned in the narrations are of the nature of incomplete 

causes (causa sine qua non) and not complete causes, therefore, a 

semantic reconciliation can be made between them, and there is no 

need to prioritize them over each other. In this way, we can consider 

some of them as the cause of the occurrence of the occultation and 

others as the cause of the continuation of the occultation, or consider 

one of the causes as the principle and the rest as its branches. 

Keywords: Occultation, Causes of Occultation, Imam al-  (AS), 

-Qa , Resolving Contradictions in Narrations. 

Introduction 

The occultation of Imam al-  (AS) is one of the fundamental 

concepts in Shia thought, which has always been a subject of question 
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and challenge. In narrations, numerous reasons have been given for 

the occultation, including the preservation of the Imam's life, the 

readiness of human society, the examination and testing of believers, a 

secret among the divine secrets, and so on. Opponents of Shia Islam 

claim that these reasons are in conflict with each other. Among these 

opponents is -Qa , a Salafi-Wahhabi writer and professor 

of creed (Salafi theology) at the University of Medina, who, in an 

article entitled "al- - -

" has made the topic of 

occultation the focus of discussion and has attempted to link other 

Shia beliefs such as  (dissimulation),  (divine alteration of 

decree), and  (return) to it, in order to ultimately challenge the Shia 

belief in Mahdaviyyat and Imamate (cf. Qa -238). 

The present study aims to examine and critique the claim of 

invalidity and contradiction in the narrations concerning the cause of 

the occultation (Ghaybah) of Imam  (AS), as presented in the 

third section of Qa 's article (cf. Qa -211). In this 

regard, it will focus on the following questions: 

1) Based on which narrations has the claim of contradiction in the 

narrations related to the cause of the occultation of Imam  (AS) 

been formed? 

2) What is the solution to resolve the contradiction between these 

narrations? 

To this aim, we first categorize and report the narrations on which 

the claim of contradiction is based. Then, by examining the chain of 

transmission (Sanad) and text (Matn) of the narrations in question, 
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considering the views of hadith commentators, and utilizing the 

principles of conflict resolution ( ), it will address the 

contradiction. 

1. Background of the Research 

The following articles can be mentioned in the background of this 

article: "A Reflection on the Narrations of the Secrets of the 

Occultation" (Rahimi Jafari, 2011 AD/1391 SH); "Examining the 

Efficiency of the Narrations of the Flow of the Tradition of Previous 

Occultation" (Pour Sayyid Aghaei et al., 1983 AD/1402 SH (a)); "A

Rational Analysis of the Causes of the Occultation of Imam Zaman 

(AS); From Possibility to Analysis of Occurrence" (Pour Sayyid 

Aghaei et al., 1983 AD/1402 SH (b)); "Analyzing the Role of 

Freedom from Allegiance to Taghuts in the Cause of the Occultation 

of Imam Zaman (AS)" (Pour Sayyid Aghaei et al., 1983 AD/1402 SH 

(c)); "A Critical Examination of Singling Out the Reason for the 

Occultation of Imam Zaman (AS)" (Pour Sayyid Aghaei et al., 1983 

AD/1402 SH (d)); "A Review and Narrative Analysis of the 

Dimensions of the Occultation and the Quality of the Relationship 

between the Occurrence of the Reappearance and It." (Elahi Nejad, 

2017 AD/1397 SH) Some of the aforementioned articles have only 

examined the chain of transmission and text of one category of 

narrations concerning the cause of the occultation of Imam 

(AS). In some others, explanations are given about the meaning of the 

narrations concerning various causes of the occultation, without 
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analysis of the chain of transmission and implication ( ) and 

resolution of conflict between them. In another category of these 

articles, the issue of the possibility of rational analysis of the causes of 

the occultation has been examined. Therefore, none of the above 

scientific works have addressed the examination of the chain of 

transmission and implication of all narrations concerning the causes of 

the occultation of Imam (AS) and the resolution of conflict 

between them with the aim of responding to the suspicions of 

Wahhabism, which requires a comprehensive explanation and 

response that the present research seeks to accomplish. 

2. Research Method 

The research method used in this article is descriptive and analytical. 

This means that, first, 15 narrations referenced by Qa ,

categorized under 11 general categories, fear of being killed, testing 

and purifying the Shias, the continuation of the traditions of the 

prophets, the emergence of believers from the loins of disbelievers, 

the punishment of Shias, assurance of the Shias' lack of doubt, 

freedom from the yoke of allegiance to the tyrants of the time, a secret 

from the divine secrets, having no friend or helper, the end of all the 

rule of all nations, and the perfection and refinement of souls for the 

acceptance of Imam  (AS), are categorized and reported. Then, 

based on two approaches, narrator-centric and context-centric 

validation, the chain of narrations are examined, and considering their 

validity, ultimately, a collective understanding will resolve the conflict 

between the narrations concerning the reason for the occultation of 

Imam (AS). 
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3. Narrator-Centered and Context-Centered Validation of the 

Narrations Referenced by  

The author of the article "al- - -

Asha "

categorizes and reports 15 narrations indicating the reason for the 

occultation of Imam  (AS) under 11 categories, and claims that 

these 11 categories of narrations contradict each other (cf. Qa

2017: 199-211). Subsequently, in two separate tables, we examine the 

validity and ruling of these narrations based on two approaches: 

"Narrator-centered and context-centered validation," to determine how 

many of the reasons for the occultation based on narrations will be 

considered valid or invalid according to each of these two approaches. 

It should be explained that in the narrator-centric approach, the status 

of the narrators determines the ruling on the narration, and the 

narration is deemed invalid due to the slightest defect in any part of 

the chain of narrators. However, in the context-centered approach, 

only the isolated reports of a weak narrator are rejected, meaning that 

if a weak narrator's narration is supported by other evidence, it is 

considered valid (for more information on the approaches to validating 

hadiths, cf. Hosseini Shirazi, 2018 AD/1398 SH: 86-87). 

In the following table, in four columns, the reason for the 

occultation, the narrations related to that reason, the ruling on each 

narration based on the narrator-centric validation approach, and the 

reason for the ruling if it is weak are stated, respectively. It is worth 

mentioning that only the first two columns are taken from Qa 's 

article, and he only reported the general titles of the reasons for the 
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occultation and one or two narrations under each one, and he did not 

conduct any examination of the chains or texts of the narrations. 

Therefore, the third and fourth columns are the result of the 

research work of the authors of the present article. 

on each narration based on the narrator-centric validation approach 

Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

1. Fear of being 

killed

1.1. Shaykh 

im (AS) with a Sanad:

A -

Hamad

ibn al-

-Ra

- aqqi fa 

- -

ahhiru al-Ar a min 

ulman 

huwa al-

Ghaybatun Ya

.

1975 AD/1395 AH: 2,361) 

-Ra

Ja'far (AS) and said, "O! Son of the 

Correct 
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

Messenger of God, are you the one who is 

upholding the truth?" He said, "I am 

cleanse the earth from the enemies of God 

and fill it with justice and equity as it is 

filled with injustice and oppression is the 

fifth of my descendants. He will have a 

prolonged occultation because he fears for 

himself, and during that occultation, some 

people will apostatize, and others will 

remain steadfast. Then he said, "Blessed are 

the states of our Shias who, during the 

rope and are steadfast in their love for us 

and their disavowal of our enemies. They 

are from us, and we are from them. They 

have accepted us as Imams, and we have 

accepted them as Shias. So blessed are their 

states, and blessed are their states! By God, 

they will be of the same rank as us on the 

1960 AD/1380 SH: 2, 43)

1.2. Shaykh 

 

Abdu l- idi ibn Mu ammadi ibn 

-

ammadi ibn 
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

Mu ammad ibn al- usayn an ibn 

Ma

-Qa l...

(Ibn Babawayh, 1975 AD/1395 AH: 2, 

481) (Zu

advent, there will be an occultation." I said, 

"Why?" He said, "He fears" - and he 

pointed to his stomach with his hand. 

1960 AD/1380 AH: 2, 234)

2. Testing and 

purifying the 

Shias

with a Sanad: 

A

ammadu 

ibn al-

l- asana al-Ri

a

-Andar, fal Andar.

Zaynab, 1977 AD/1377 AH: 208) (That 

which you turn your eyes to (that which 

you await and look forward to) will not 

happen until you are purified and 

Weak Ibn al-Gha

describes Ali ibn A mad 

ibn Na r with the 

expressions "Weak, 

inconsistent, not to be

regarded," (Ibn al-

Gha

AD/1364 SH: 82) and 

the expression "Abu al-

asan, weak, 

inconsistent, not to be 

regarded." (

AD/1411 AH:  235)
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

separated, and until there remains of you 

AD/1376 AH: 298).

Also, there is no 

information about 

biographical evaluation 

books (Rij l), which is 

technically called a 

neglected (Muhmal) 

person and narration 

AD/1413 AH: 1, 397).

3. The 

continuation of 

the traditions of 

the prophets

3.1. Shaykh 

-

-

ammad fa 

-

Sunnatu Mu ammadin fal Sayfu. (Ibn 

 In 

from Moses, Joseph, Jesus, and 

Muhammad (PBUH). His tradition from 

Moses is that he is fearful and awaiting 

[revelation/orders]. His tradition from 

Weak                               Shaykh 

the narration without 

mentioning its chain of 

narrators.

Muwaththaq The Waqifite leanings of 

Hassan ibn Muhammad 

al-

Sudayr.
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

Joseph is that his brothers bargained with 

him and spoke to him, yet they did not 

recognize him. His tradition from Jesus 

is traveling [wandering]. And his 

tradition from Muhammad (PBUH) is 

the sw

AD/1380 AH: 1, 56).

3.2. Shaykh 

al-Mu -Mu affari 

al-

aydar ibn Mu ammadi al-

ammadu 

ibn A -

- asan ibn 

Mu ammadi al-

atan 

Ya

Sunnana al-

abaqan an 



Hasan Zarnooshe Farahani, Ommolbanin Rabiee
T

h
e 

Jo
ur

n
al

 o
f 

H
ad

ith
 S

tu
di

es
 a

nd
 R

es
ea

rc
h

es
|

V
ol

. 3
| N

o.
 2

|S
pr

in
g

20
26

116

Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

Qablakum..

AD/1395 AH: 2, 480)

(Hanan ibn Sudayr narrates from his 

father, who narrates from Imam 

is a period of occultation that will last a 

long time." I said, "O! Son of the 

Messenger of God! Why is that?" He 

said, "Because God Almighty wants to 

enact in him the traditions of the 

prophets (AS) during their periods of 

occultation. And O! Sudayr! There is no 

escape from the end of their periods of 

occultation." God Almighty said: "You 

shall surely travel from stage to stage 

(Quran 84:19), meaning: the traditions 

of those who came before are enacted in 

AH: 2, 233).

4. The 

emergence of 

believers from 

the loins of 

disbelievers

Shaykh 

(AS) with a Sanad: faru 

ibn Mu

- usayn ibn 

Mu

ammadi 

- l

a -

Ta

Mursal like a 

Musnad

Due to the presence of 

the phrase "From those 

who mentioned him," the 

chain of narration of the 

hadith is interrupted. 

However, because the 

transmitter of this 

interrupted narration is 

Muhammad ibn Abi 
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

-

- -

Kadhalika al- har Abadan 

at

faqatalahum.

AD/1395 AH: 2, 641)

(The narrator says: I said to Imam al-

-Mu'minin 

(AS) not fight his opponents in the 

beginning?" He said, "Because of a verse 

in the Holy Quran: If they had been 

separated, We would have punished 

those who disbelieved among them with 

a painful punishment. (Quran 48:25) He 

says: I said, "What is meant by their 

separation?" He said, "The separation of 

the deposits of believers that exist in the 

loins of the disbelieving people. Such is 

appear until the deposits of God 

Almighty are brought forth. And when 

they are brought forth, he will overcome 

Umayr, this interrupted 

narration is considered as 

connected.
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

the manifest enemies of God Almighty 

1980 AD/1380 AH: 2, 541)

5. The 

punishment of 

the Shias

with a Sanad: Akhbar ammadu 

ammadu ibn al-

asan ibn Mu

- asan ibn Mu ammadi 

-Mufa

Khabarun Tadrihi 

likulli aqqin 

-Rajula min 

ani lahu fa 

-La -

-

- -

-

-

ulmihim wa Jawrihim wa 

Weak The hadith is interrupted 

due to the presence of the 

phrase "From some of his 

men" in its chain of 

narration.
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

al-Ar idatan min ujatin 

-

-

al-

al-

AD/1377 AH: 141)

Imam 

(AS) said: "One piece of news that you 

understand is better than ten pieces of 

news that you merely narrate. Indeed, 

every right has a reality, and every 

correct action has a light." Then he said: 

"By God, we do not consider anyone 

from our Shia to be a jurist until he is 

told a coded speech and he understands 

that code. Indeed, Amir al-Mu'minin 

(AS) said on the pulpit of Kufa: Verily, 

behind you are dark and turbid and 

obscure trials, from which no one will be 

saved except the Numah (someone who 

has no status among the people and 

whose worth is completely unknown and 

unrecognized)." It was said to him, "O! 

Amir al-Mu'minin, what is the Numah?" 

He said: "He is the one who knows the 
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

people, but the people do not know him. 

And know that the earth will not be 

empty of the Proof of God, the Mighty 

and Majestic, but God, the Almighty, 

will soon blind the eyes of His creation 

to him because of their oppression and 

injustice, and their excessiveness 

towards themselves. And if the earth 

remains empty of the Proof of God for 

even an hour, it will swallow its 

inhabitants. But that Proof knows the 

people, and they do not know him, just 

as Joseph knew the people (his brothers), 

and they did not know him." Then the 

Imam recited this verse: "Oh, woe to the 

servants! No messenger ever came to 

them but they used to ridicule him." (Ibn 

6. Assurance of 

the Shia's 

unwavering 

faith

with a Sanad: 

amman adda -Mufa al ibn 

ammadu ibn Ya

i A -

Mufa

Weak The hadith is interrupted 

due to the presence of the 

phrase "From some of his 

companions" in its chain 

of narration. 
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

Ya

ul 

-

Ashad

ujjatahu wa lam 

Ya

-

H: 1, 

333)

(The time when the servants are closest 

to God may His mention be glorified 

and He is most pleased with them, is the 

time when they do not find the Proof of 

God may He be glorified and exalted 

among themselves, and his [existence] is 

not apparent to them, and they do not 

know his place [of residence], but at the 

same time they are certain that neither 

the Proof of God may His mention be 

glorified has disappeared, nor has His 
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

covenant [with the people] been 

nullified. You [our Shia] should await 

relief every morning and evening when 

such a situation arises; for the most 

severe times of God's wrath upon His 

enemies are when they have lost [and 

forgotten] His Proof and he is not 

apparent to them. And [God] knows that 

His friends do not doubt, and if it was 

clear to Him that they would doubt, He 

would not hide His Proof from them for 

the blink of an eye, and the appearance 

of the Proof is only [like a fiery lightning 

bolt] upon the worst of people) (Kulayni, 

1977 AD/1397 AH: 2, 317). 

7. Freedom 

from the yoke of 

allegiance to the 

tyrants of the 

time

Shaykh 

(AS) with a Sanad: 

Mu amm

Ra

Mu ammad ibn A mad al-

-

-

-Ri

Faqdihim al-

Ya -

Muwaththaq The Fathite leanings of 

Muhammad ibn A mad 

al-

al- asan ibn Ali ibn 

Fa
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

adin 

(Ibn 

273): 

Ali ibn Fa

ibn Musa al-Ri

see the Shia that when one-third of my 

descendants is lost and disappears from 

among them, they will wander in every 

inhabited place seeking him, but they 

will not find him." I asked, "Why, O! 

Son of the Messenger of Allah?" He said, 

"Because their Imam, who is meant to be 

their sight." I asked, "Why will he be 

hidden?" He said, "Because when he 

takes up the sword, no one will have a 

pledge of allegiance on his neck." [The 

translator says:] Apparently, the meaning 

is that if he takes up the sword, no one 

will break his allegiance. And Hazrat 

Ri

descendants as Hazrat Sahib al-Amr, 

rather, in many hadiths, he refers to him 

as "The third of my children." (Ibn 

8. A secret 

among the 

Shaykh et 

with a Sanad: ammadu 

Weak There is no information 
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

secrets of God -Mutawakkili Ra

ammadu ibn 

-

Mu -

ammadi 

ibn al-

-

-Munta

-Ar

ulman 

inna al-

-

-A

-An

i Yumahhi

aqa al-

-Amra 

- -

Kufrun AD/1375 

AH: 1, 288): Ali ibn Abi 

and Muhammad ibn al-

evaluation books (rijal).
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

will be the Imam of the Ummah and my 

successor over them and the awaited 

and equity as it has been filled with 

injustice and oppression is from his 

descendants. And I swear by God who 

sent me as a bearer of good news and a 

warner, those who remain steadfast in 

their belief in him during his occultation 

are rarer than red sulfur. Then Jabir ibn 

Abdullah Ansari stood up and came 

forward and said: 

is from your descendants have an 

occultation? He said: By God, it is so, 

so that in that occultation the believers 

are distinguished and the disbelievers are 

destroyed. O Jabir! This matter is from 

the matters of God and a secret from the 

secrets of the Lord and hidden from the 

servants of God, beware of doubting in 

it, for doubt in the matter of God 

1960 AD/1380 AH: 1, 537)

9. Lack of 

helpers and 

supporters

9.1. Shaykh 

usayn (AS) with a Sanad: 

- -

-

ammadu ibn al-Fa li al-

Weak Biographical information 

about the narrators who 

are in the chain of 

narration of the hadith is 

not available, and they 
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

Mu ammadu 

samad al-

Mu

Mu (Ibn 

God Almighty gathers for him three 

hundred and thirteen men from the 

farthest points of the countries, the 

number of the companions of Badr, and 

with him is a sealed scroll in which the 

number of his companions is recorded by 

name, lineage, place of residence, 

occupation, language, and epithet, they 

are attacking in battles and striving in 

following him.)

AD/1380 AH: 1, 504)

9.2. Shaykh 

al-fa

-Mufa

-

min A a iruhu faQ

I

ahara ibuka fain 

are among the unknown 

and neglected narrators.

Weak Ibn al-Ghadha'iri 

introduces Muhammad 

ibn Ali Abu Sumayna as 

a liar and exaggerator 

(Ibn al-Gha

AD/1380 AH: 94), and 

him as a weak narrator

SH: 332; 

AD/1411 AH: 254). Also, 

there is no information in 

biographical evaluation 

books (Rijal) about 
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

Tasha an Tal aqa bihi fal aq wa in 

fa Aqim. (

459): Mufaddal ibn Umar says: We

that some of our companions have 

passed away while waiting for the 

Imam. Imam 

the grave of the believer and says to him: 

O! Believer! Your friend and master has 

appeared, if you want to be in his 

service, join him, and if you want to 

remain in the honor of your Lord, stay.

(

10. The end of 

the rule of all 

nations

10.1. Shaykh 

al-Fa lu bnu 

-

-

khiru al-

(

AD/1411 AH: 472): Our reign is the last 

reign, and all the dynasties destined to 

Weak There is no information 

-

biographical evaluation 

books (rijal).

Weak The chain of narration is 

suspended and not 

connected to an 

impeccable  (AS).
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

rule the world have attained the throne 

before us, so that in our time, no one will 

say, "If we had also established a 

kingdom, we would have ruled like this 

group. What superiority do they have 

over us?" God says: "And the (best) end 

is for the righteous." 

10.2.

- a

-

bihi al-Subulu wa Akhrajati al-Ar u

Yu -

Aslam man -

wa akama bayna al- ukmi 

ukmi Mu ammadin fa 

hiru al-Ar

-Rajulu 

minkum Yawma idhin Maw

hi Shumul al-

-

-Duwal wa lam 
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

-

- qibatu

command justice, and in his time, the 

foundation of tyranny will be completely 

destroyed, the roads will be safe, and the 

earth will manifest its blessings, and 

every right will be returned to its owner, 

and all the religious people of the world 

will convert to the religion of Islam and 

confess their faith in God, as the 

Almighty has said: "And to Him has 

surrendered whoever is in the heavens 

and the earth, willingly or unwillingly, 

and to Him they will be returned." (The 

Holy Quran, 3:83) All beings in the 

heavens and the earth become Muslim 

willingly or unwillingly, and you will 

also return to Him, and he will spread the 

rule of David and Muhammad among the 

people, and he will rule in appearance 

and in essence.

SH: 2, 705)

11. The perfection 

and refinement of 

souls for the 

al-

-

Weak There is no information 

about Mawla Labni 
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Cause of 

Occultation

Narration Supporting Cause of 

Occultation

Ruling on 

Narration Based 

on Narrator-

Centered 

Validation 

Approach

Reason for 

Commandment

acceptance of 

Imam Mahdi (AS)

an al- -

Qutaybata al- n

Wa -

1986 AD/1407 AH: 1, 25): 

reform the affairs of all the people of the 

world], God will place His [mercy] hand 

on the heads of the servants; in this case, 

He will gather their [scattered] minds [in 

a positive and useful point] and through 

it, their intellects will be perfected." 

2017 AD/1397 SH: 1, 96)

evaluation books (Rijal).

3.1. Narrator-Centric Validation Summary 

Based on the narrator-centric validation approach, which is visible in 

Table 1, out of the 15 narrations examined, 10 narrations are weak, 

two narrations are reliable (Muwaththaq), one narration is Mursal in 

the ruling of Musnad, and two narrations are a . Therefore, 

through narrator-centric validation, only four causes  fear of being 

killed, the continuation of the traditions of the prophets, the 

emergence of believers from the loins of disbelievers, and freedom 
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from the yoke of allegiance to the tyrants of the time  are considered 

valid, and other causes will not be considered valid. Therefore, if we 

want to resolve the conflict among the causes of occultation, we only 

need to resolve the conflict among the four causes: fear of being 

killed, the continuation of the traditions of the prophets, the 

emergence of believers from the loins of disbelievers, and freedom 

from the yoke of allegiance to the tyrants of the time. 

However, in order to create another opportunity to validate the 

remaining 10 weak narrations and two reliable narrations (these two 

narrations were also considered valid according to the narrator-centric 

validation approach), we decided to examine them once again, this 

time based on the evidence-based validation approach. 

The following table presents a report of this validation method. 

Due to space limitations, only one supporting narration is mentioned 

under each narration, and other supporting narrations are referenced. 

Table 2: Judgment of Narrations Based on the Evidence-Based Validation 

Approach 

Narration 

Number

Reason for 

Occultation

Narration 

Commandment

Supporting Narrations

2 Testing and 

Purifying the Shia

Correct In the book al-

chapter "What afflicts the Shia of 

examination, division, and dispersion during 

the occultation, until only the very few who 

were described by the Imams (AS) remain," 

19 other narrations with the same content as 

th



Hasan Zarnooshe Farahani, Ommolbanin Rabiee
T

h
e 

Jo
ur

n
al

 o
f 

H
ad

ith
 S

tu
di

es
 a

nd
 R

es
ea

rc
h

es
|

V
ol

. 3
| N

o.
 2

|S
pr

in
g

20
26

132

Narration 

Number

Reason for 

Occultation

Narration 

Commandment

Supporting Narrations

1977 AD/1397 AH: 201).

3.1. The Enactment of 

the Prophets' 

Traditions

Correct 1. ammadu ibn al-

asanin Ra

-

ibi 

-

Sunnatun min Mu

min Mu ammadin fa al-Sayfu. (Ibn 

(For studying other supporting narrations, cf. 

n

1990 AD/1411 AH: 424; 

AD/1413 AH: 532).

3.2. The Enactment of 

the Prophets' 

Traditions

Correct -Mu -

Mu affari al-

addath

aydaru ibn Mu ammadin as-

Mu

-
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Narration 

Number

Reason for 

Occultation

Narration 

Commandment

Supporting Narrations

- asan ibn 

Mu ammadi al-

-

AD/1385 SH: 1, 245).

(For studying other supporting narrations, cf. 

955; Fay

urr 

1982 AD/1403 AH: 51, 142). 

4 The emergence of 

believers from the 

loins of disbelievers

Correct 1.

Mu

ad -

Mu

ammadi ibn 

-

Li-
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Narration 

Number

Reason for 

Occultation

Narration 

Commandment

Supporting Narrations

labi qawmin 

- hara 

abadan 

ahara min.

(For further supporting narrations, cf. 

urr 

1982 AD/1403 AH: 52, 97).

5 Punishment of the 

Shia

Correct 1. Mu ammadu ibn Ya

Mu mad ibn al-

Mu ammadi 

ibn al-

6 Assurance of the 

Shia's lack of doubt

Correct 1. ammad ibn 

mada 

ibn Mu

-Mufa

-

Ar

har 
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Narration 

Number

Reason for 

Occultation

Narration 

Commandment

Supporting Narrations

lam Tab ul ujjatull

-Faraja an wa 

ujjatuhu fa-lam Ya har lahum wa qad 

ujjatuhu arfata 

-

AD/1397 AH: 161).

(For further supporting narrations, cf. Ibn 

339; 

1970 AD/1390 AH: 430).

7 Freedom from the 

yoke of allegiance to 

the tyrants of the 

time

Correct 1. ammadu ibn 

madu ibn Mu ammadin al-

-

asan 

- -Ri

-

lubu al-
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Narration 

Number

Reason for 

Occultation

Narration 

Commandment

Supporting Narrations

(Ibn 

(For further supporting narrations, cf. urr 

1982 AD/1403 AH: 51, 152).

8 A secret from the 

divine secrets

Correct -

- ammadi ibn 

- -

ammadi ibn al-

Inna 

- -

-Mun a aru al-

-Ar a

an kam

ulman. aqq 

- -Qawli 

-

-A

-An

dika 

Ghaybah?

Yumahhi

Yam aqa al- -

Ma -
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Narration 

Number

Reason for 

Occultation

Narration 

Commandment

Supporting Narrations

-innahu Kufr. ( urr 

, 2004 AD/1425 AH: 5, 76).

(For further supporting narrations, cf. 

1970 AD/1390 AH: 424; Ibn 

SH: 2, 521; 

9.1. Having no friend or 

helper

Correct -

al- -

Mu -

amadi al-

ammadin 

- - usayn 

M

-

a

AH: 1, 59).
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Narration 

Number

Reason for 

Occultation

Narration 

Commandment

Supporting Narrations

(For further supporting narrations, cf. 

AD/1409 AH (b): 361; 

AH: 36, 204; 52, 309).

9.2. Having no friend or 

helper

-

-

ahara 

aqa bihi Fal aq 

fqum. 8 AD/1409 AH (a): 3, 

1166).

(For further supporting narrations, cf. 

1981 AD/1360 SH: 36; 

AH: 53, 91).

10.1. and 

10.2.

The end of the rule 

of all nations

Correct

-

-

al-Subulu wa Akhrajati al-Ar

hir -

-

wa al-Ar i

akama bayna al- -
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Narration 

Number

Reason for 

Occultation

Narration 

Commandment

Supporting Narrations

ukmi Mu ammadin 

fa hiru al-Ar

-Rajulu 

minkum Yawma'idhin Maw

- -

Inna Dawlatana 

-Duwali wa lam Yabqa Ahlu Baytin 

-

384).

(For further supporting narrations, cf. 

AD/1381 SH: 2, 465; mi

AH: 52, 332).

11 Perfection and 

refinement of souls 

to accept Imam 

Mahdi (AS)

Correct Al- usaynu ibn Mu

ibn Mu - -

- -

-

Kamalat bihi A

AD/1407 AH: 1, 25).

(For further supporting narrations, cf. Ibn 
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Narration 

Number

Reason for 

Occultation

Narration 

Commandment

Supporting Narrations

urr 

1983 AD/1404 AH: 1, 80).

3.2. Summary of Evidence-Based Validation 

Based on the evidence-based validation approach, as shown in Table 

2, all 12 narrations examined are considered valid and sound. 

Therefore, through evidence-based validation, narrations concerning 

11 reasons for the occultation, fear of being killed, testing and 

purifying the Shias, the continuation of the prophets' traditions, the 

emergence of believers from the loins of disbelievers, the punishment 

of the Shias, assurance of the Shias' unwavering faith, liberation from 

the yoke of allegiance to the tyrants of the time, a secret among the 

divine secrets, lack of helpers and supporters, the end of the rule of all 

nations, and the perfection and refinement of souls for the acceptance 

t to 

resolve the conflict among the reasons for the occultation, we must 

reconcile all 11 reasons mentioned. 

3.3. Examining the Implications of Narrations Indicating the Reasons for the 

 

Given that, according to the evidence-based validation approach, all 
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is now time to resolve the existing conflict among them by examining 

the implications of the related narrations. By carefully examining the 

overall meaning of these 11 reasons, we can initially categorize them 

into two main groups: "The first group includes reasons that preclude 

the possibility of a material and apparent analysis of the occultation, 

with the occultation being "A secret among the divine secrets" falling 

into this category." The second group includes reasons that allow for a 

material and apparent analysis of the occultation, including fear of 

being killed, testing and purifying the Shias, the continuation of the 

prophets' traditions, the emergence of believers from the loins of 

disbelievers, the punishment of the Shias, assurance of the Shias' 

unwavering faith, liberation from the yoke of allegiance to the tyrants 

of the time, lack of helpers and supporters, the end of the rule of all 

nations, and the perfection and refinement of souls for the acceptance 

Therefore, we face two levels of conflict among the narrations 

related to the reason for the occultation (Ghaybat). The first level is 

the conflict between narrations that consider the reason for the 

occultation a secret among God's secrets (in other words, negate the 

possibility of finding a material and apparent cause) and narrations 

that state a material and apparent cause for the occultation. The second 

level is the conflict among narrations that offer various material and 

apparent reasons for the occultation. 

Resolving the conflict at the first level is possible by reconciling 

the two sets of narrations. 

This means that in addition to being able to state material and 



Hasan Zarnooshe Farahani, Ommolbanin Rabiee
T

h
e 

Jo
ur

n
al

 o
f 

H
ad

ith
 S

tu
di

es
 a

nd
 R

es
ea

rc
h

es
|

V
ol

. 3
| N

o.
 2

|S
pr

in
g

20
26

142

comprehensive understanding of the reasons for the occultation may 

not be possible for humans before the Imam's reappearance or even 

fundamentally possible in the material world. Therefore, the reason for 

the occultation is a secret among God's secrets. This issue can be 

analyzed in the following ways: 

Firstly, the narrations that consider the occultation "A secret among 

God's secrets" speak from a macro and theological perspective. In this 

view, the reality of the occultation is beyond ordinary human 

understanding, and no one except God fully comprehends its ultimate 

wisdom. However, this does not preclude the presentation of more 

specific reasons for the occultation. 

Secondly, it is possible that the purpose of some narrations is to 

explain the reality of the occultation at a level that the general public 

can understand. However, other narrations that emphasize the 

occultation being a "Divine Secret" speak at a level of knowledge that 

is beyond general comprehension and accessible only to those with 

spiritual insight and the saints of God. 

Thirdly, a longitudinal relationship can be established between 

these two conflicting sets of narrations. For example, preserving the 

Imam's life, which is one of the reasons for the occultation, falls under 

a higher wisdom, which is the divine will. 

Fourthly, narrations that mention reasons for the occultation may 

refer to changeable and social conditions, meaning that if society 

becomes ready, these reasons will be eliminated. However, narrations 

that consider the occultation a "Divine Secret" refer to an aspect that is 
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beyond human access and influence, and the reappearance will not 

occur until God wills it.

Therefore, there is no contradiction between these two sets of 

narrations; rather, they can be analyzed at different levels and layers. 

To resolve the conflict at the second level, it can be said that 

although these causes appear different and even conflicting, if we 

examine them from a more precise angle and using philosophical 

concepts, we can reconcile them by considering each as a part of a 

more complex whole. In the following, we will use the philosophical 

division of cause into complete and incomplete, or general and 

specific, to resolve the conflict between the causes of the occultation 

3.4. Complete and Incomplete Cause (General and Specific Cause) 

A cause is either sufficient for the realization of the effect, and the 

existence of the effect is not dependent on anything else besides it; in 

other words, assuming its existence, the existence of the effect is 

necessary, in which case it is called the "Complete Cause." Or it is 

such that although the effect cannot be realized without it, it alone is 

not sufficient for the existence of the effect, and one or more other 

things must be added to it in order for the existence of the effect to 

become necessary, in which case it is called the "Incomplete Cause." 

(Misbah Yazdi, 2022 AD/1401 SH: 2, 33) 

The aforementioned difference between the complete and 

incomplete cause has also been expressed with similar terms regarding 

the general and specific cause. In this way, the general concept of 
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cause refers to an entity upon which the realization of another entity 

depends, even if it is not sufficient for its realization. The specific 

concept of cause refers to an entity that is sufficient for the realization 

of another entity. In other words, the general term of cause refers to an 

entity without which the realization of another entity is impossible, 

and the specific term refers to an entity with whose existence the 

realization of another entity becomes necessary. As can be seen, the 

first term is more general than the second, because it includes

conditions and preparations and other incomplete causes, unlike the 

second term (Misbah Yazdi, 2022 AD/1401 SH: 2, 29). 

Accordingly, in explaining the conflict between the causes of the 

cause of the occultation includes a complete set of various historical, 

political, social, religious, and divine factors that led to the 

occultation, and this set of factors together constitutes the complete 

cause of the occultation. However, each of the causes of the 

occultation that have been mentioned in various narrations is only an 

incomplete cause. Therefore, by considering all the causes of the 

occultation as incomplete causes, the conflict between them is 

resolved. 

One Arab researcher has also pointed to this issue, writing: "It is 

possible that the occultation has more than one cause, and each cause 

is part of the main reason. Consequently, these causes can be 

combined so that, in total, they all form the complete cause." (al-

-I 443 AH: 2, 50) 

Furthermore, considering two stages for the occurrence and 
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causes of the occultation under these two stages, writing: "The 

occultation has two stages: "The stage of occurrence, which is the 

beginning of the occultation, and the stage of continuation, which is 

the persistence of the occultation. Some of the reasons mentioned in 

the narrations, such as fear of being killed, freedom from the yoke of 

allegiance to the tyrants of the time, and the implementation of the 

traditions of the prophets, relate to the stage of occurrence of the 

occultation, which can be combined in this way: "If the Imam were 

manifest and did not go into occultation, he would be forced to pledge 

allegiance to the tyrant, but he would never pledge allegiance, and 

because he would not pledge allegiance, he would be killed, and for 

this reason, he went into occultation, and this occultation is from the 

traditions of the prophets when fearing death. In contrast, some other 

reasons relate to the stage of continuation and persistence of the 

occultation, which can be combined in this way: "The occultation has 

continued due to the disloyalty of the people, because the Imam did 

not find helpers, and because he did not find helpers, he is waiting and 

watching for believers to emerge from the loins of disbelievers to help 

him." (al- -I - with some 

summarization and alteration) 

Of course, another Arab researcher has attempted to consider one 

of the reasons as the complete cause, while regarding the remaining 

reasons as incomplete causes and aspects of the complete cause. He 

writes: "All the reasons for the occultation, in truth, point to one 

matter, and that is lacking a helper. The difference lies only in the 
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manner of expressing this truth by the infallible Imams (AS). For 

example, occultation due to fear of being killed clearly indicates a lack 

of helpers; for if the Imam had helpers, he would never fear being 

killed. Occultation due to the non-acceptance of allegiance to the 

tyrant also indicates the absence of sufficient helpers to repel the 

allegiance to the tyrant. Allegiance due to testing and purification also 

indicates the necessity of providing helpers with specific 

characteristics to aid the Imam. Occultation due to the continuation of 

the traditions of the prophets also shows that one of the reasons for the 

occultation of the prophets was the lack of a helper and supporter, 

id, 2017 AD/1438 AH: 142 and 143 - with 

abridgment) In our opinion, this view cannot be correct, because 

establishing a connection between all the aforementioned reasons with 

the issue of "Lacking a helper" is not easily possible and leads to 

artificiality. It is better to consider all the reasons as incomplete 

causes, which together form the complete cause of the occultation. 

Conclusion 

1. Based on the source-criticism approach, out of the 15 narrations 

examined, 10 narrations are weak, two narrations are reliable, one 

narration is Mursal (interrupted) in the ruling of Musnad

(connected), and two narrations are a  (authentic). Therefore, 

through source-criticism, only four reasons are considered valid: 

"Fear of being killed, the continuation of the traditions of the 

prophets, the emergence of believers from the loins of disbelievers, 

and freedom from the yoke of allegiance to the tyrants of the time. 



A Critique of -Qa

T
h

e 
Jo

ur
n

al
 o

f 
H

ad
it

h 
St

ud
ie

s 
an

d 
R

es
ea

rc
h

es
|

V
ol

. 3
| N

o.
 2

|S
pr

ig
20

26

147

The other reasons will not be considered valid. Therefore, if we 

want to resolve the conflict between the reasons for the occultation, 

we only need to resolve the conflict between the four reasons: "Fear 

of being killed, the continuation of the traditions of the prophets, the 

emergence of believers from the loins of disbelievers, and freedom 

from the yoke of allegiance to the tyrants of the time." 

2. Based on the corroborative validation approach, all 12 reviewed 

narratives are considered authentic and sound. Therefore, through 

corroborative validation, narratives pertaining to 11 reasons for the 

occultation (Ghaybah), fear of being killed, testing and purifying the 

Shi'a, the enactment of prophetic traditions, the emergence of 

believers from the loins of disbelievers, the punishment of the Shi'a, 

assurance of the Shi'a's unwavering faith, liberation from the yoke 

of allegiance to the tyrants of the time, a secret from God's secrets, 

the lack of helpers and supporters, the end of the rule of all nations, 

and the perfection and refinement of souls for the acceptance of 

resolve the conflict between the reasons for the occultation, we must 

resolve the conflict among the aforementioned 11 reasons. 

3. The contradiction in the narratives concerning the reason for the 

combination. This is achieved by considering all the reasons for the 

occultation as incomplete causes, thereby resolving the 

contradiction between them. 
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